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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 2753 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, TS, UR 

SUBJECT: MASMOUDI VISIT TO MOSCOW 

REF: MOSCOW 4801 

1. DURING CONVERSATION MAY 15, FONMIN MASMOUDI GAVE US 
FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON HIS RECENT OFFICIAL VISIT TO MOSCOW. 

2. US- USSR DETENTE: MASMOUDI SAID THAT HE TOLD SOVIETS 
GOT PLEASED WITH IMPROVEMENT US- SOVIET RELATIONS. BUT 
WORRIED ABOUT DETENTE AT EXPENSE OF SMALL POWERS. HE SAID 
SOVIETS REPLIED TO HIM THAT US-. USSR COOPERATION CREATED NO 
PROBLEMS FOR OTHER POWERS. HE CONTINUED THAT SOVIETS ALSO 
SAID THAT WHILE U. S. PREVIOUSLY EXERCISED " MONOPOLY" 
THROUGHOUT MUCH OF WORLD. HENCEFORTH U. S. AND SOVIETS 
WOULD " SHARE" THIS MONOPOLY. 

3. MIDDLE EAST: MASMOUDI TOLD ME HE HAD IMPRESSION SOVIETS 
HAD NO INTEREST IN REACHING A MIDDLE EAST SOLUTION. HE SAID 
THEY DIDN' T OFFER MUCH IN THEIR REMARKS TO HIM. HE SAID HE 
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QUERIED THEM ABOUT PROVIDING MIG 23 S TO IRAN BUT NOT TO 
EGYPT, AND DREW NO RESPONSE. HE DID HAVE STRONG IMPRESSION 
THAT SOVIETS WERE SEEKING TO INFLUENCE EGYPTIONS NOT TO 
RESUME HOSTILITIES, AND THAT THEY WERE WORRIED ABOUT 
QADHAFI' S EXCESSES. MASMOUDI HIMSELF LIKENED QADHAFI TO 
HITLER; PERHAPS THE ANALOGY GROMYKO REPORTEDLY DREW FOR HIM 
( REFTEL) MADE AN IMPRESSION. 

4. PERSIAN GULF: MASMOUDI RETURNED SEVERAL TIMES DURING 
THIS SHORT CONVERSATION TO HIS WORRIES ( COMMENT: WHICH ARE 
APPROACHING AN OBSESSION) ABOUT SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN PERSIAN 
GULF. HE SAID HE AIRED HIS CONCERNS TO SOVIETS THEMSELVES, 

BUT GOT LITTLE RESPONSE. HE SAID HE FOUND IN INCREDIBLE, FOR 
EXAMPLE, THAT WHEN HE QUERIED SOVIETS ABOUT THEIR ACTIVITIES 
IN DHOFAR, HIS INTERLOCUTORS ( WHOM HE DID NOT IDENTIFY) 
PROFESSED NOT TO KNOW EVERN WHERE DHOFAR WAS. 

SOVIET- TUNISIAN RELATIONS: MASMOUDI SAID HE RAISED 
QUESTION OF SOVIET AID TO TUNISIA. HE SAID TUNISIANS NOT 
INTERESTED IN ARMS, BUT IN ECONIMIC ASSISTANCE- PERHAPS 
IN CONSTRUCTING DAMS, FOR EXAMPLE. HE SAID TUNISIA 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN LOANS ON " FAVORABLE TERMS" SUCH 
AS ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY U. S. AND CHINA. HE INDICATED 
THAT HE RECEIVED NO DIRECT RESPONSE BUT ONLY A PROMISE TO 
LOOK INTO MATTER. 

RET .PH 
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